


50 Years of the ’70 Revolution
Independence in 1962 was a moment of great
anticipation and expectation for the people
of this country.
The call for Home Rule of the 1930’s was
becoming reality at last, that was how most
of the society felt.
By 1965, with the passage of the Industrial
Stabilisation Act (ISA) and the Mbanefo
Commission both aimed against “subversive
elements in the society” and the “background
(of) an open attempt to link the unions in oil
and sugar”1, Williams sought to crush the
militant Butlerite trade unions and subvert
the unity of the workers in oil and sugar.
Industrialisation by invitation failed to
deliver the expanded employment
opportunities promised at Independence. The
“urban youth who, despite expanded
educational opportunities, were unemployed
and without employment prospects in
increasing numbers”2 were disenchanted.
Unemployment in oil fell by 3% in 1965-69
and mechanization in sugar led to
retrenchment. Job losses were the order of
the day.
The broad cross-sections of the people led
by Pegasus (founded by Geddes Granger in
1962) who sough to chart a people’s
programme for nation-building were
frustrated by the actions of the Government
to block every initiative they proposed or
Undertook.
The disappointment of the people was
boiling over into action.
TIWU led strikes in 1967, 68 and the May
1969 bus strike battling the ISA. In June
1968, 10,000 workers joined in a March of
Resistance.

1 Eric Williams, Inward Hunger, p 311
2 Clyde Weatherhead, Project Independence:
                         After 56 Years, p 44

In February 1969, UWI students launched
protests against the arrest of 11 Trinidadian
students, who were part of protests against
racial discrimination at Sir George Williams
University in Canada.
All these currents of discontent erupted on
26 February as the 1970 Revolution led by
NJAC, a united front of students, workers
and their unions and youth formed that same
Night.

The people, disillusioned with the
persistence of colonial power structures,
sought to address social inequality, foreign
domination of the economy, racial inequality
and un-representative political governance 8
years after Independence.
The shouts of ‘Power to the People’ and the
sound of marching feet filled the air with
banners of ‘Indians and Africans, Unite!’ at
the forefront.

Like the colonial authorities response to the
1937 Butler Riots, the ‘independence’ state
responded with ‘Smiles and Blood’ – token
concessions and severe repression, States of
Emergency and blood and steel for those
who dared to resort to arms.

The mass culture of illicit drugs was
introduced aiming to destroy the growing
consciousness of the youth and people
demanding the new Trinbago which
Independence failed to deliver.
Fifty years later, the demands of 1970 for
Power to the People to create a sustainable
economy to guarantee the growing needs of



the workers, farmers, youth, women – the
majority of the society, remains.
The realization of Trinbago, a society based
on the unity of the people and a Free and
Equal Union between Tobago and Trinidad
remains the People’s aspiration.
The struggle for defining the direction of the
country to realise these aspirations of 1937,
1962 and 1970 requires that we examine the
experience and prospects of 1970 and draw
the warranted conclusions for creating the
future we desire and demand.
Those who participated in the ’70 Revolution
must share their experiences and
perspectives and help chronicle its history.
For those who were not and need to be
informed or reminded, let us all participate
in all the activities to mark this historic 50th

Anniversary and Commemorate, Celebrate
and Evaluate that most significant
development and learn and apply its lessons
in building the Future.
Power to the People!
For Trinbago!








